
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY  

PREVENTION TIPS 
 

• Lock all doors and windows before leaving your home and before going to bed.  Even 
if you leave for a short time, lock all doors.  Use deadbolt locks and window locks.  
Also, use sliding door track locks or wooden dowels within the tracks. 
 

• Keep your garage door closed and locked, even when home.  If you leave your garage 
door open and it is an attached garage – lock the door leading into the house. 
 

• Don’t allow daily deliveries of mail, newspapers or flyers to build up while you are 
away.  Arrange with the Post Office to hold your mail, or arrange for a friend or 
neighbor to take them in regularly.  Request vacation checks from Lomita Sheriff’s 
Station  (310) 539-1661. 
 

• Never leave notes on your doors such as “Gone Shopping” or “Out of town.” 
 

• Adequate exterior lighting and motion-sensitive lighting is recommended for front, side, 
driveway and backyards.  Suggestion:  delayed motion sensors may make a thief think 
you’ve just flipped a switch on inside the house. 
 

• Trim trees and shrubs so they cannot be used as hiding places for intruders. 
 

• Use alarm decals, alarm signs, beware of dog signs, and or community watch decals 
near the front windows/yard. 
 

• An alarm systems and dogs. 
 

• Never leave keys under doormats, flowerpots, mailboxes or other secret hiding places.  
Burglars know where to look for hidden keys.  
 

• Be a good neighbor, look out for suspicious persons or vehicles and help one     
another.    
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